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PGI—NB—2003
#1 tournament in 18 year history

The Peter Gzowski Golf
Tournament for Literacy
was held at theMoncton
Roya Oaks Estatesand
Golf Course on August
28th. One hundred and
eighty golfersplayed the
18 hole courseraising
$135,000 in support of lit-

eracy programs.

The organizersof thetour-
nament, the PGl Cabinet,

are corporate leadersin the
province. Itistheir efforts

and the support team of the

Atlantic Lottery Corpora-
tion that made thistourna-

ment the most successful in

Canada.

President and CEO of At-
lantic Lottery, Michelle
Carinci, chaired the PGI
Cabinet. A lover of golf
and books shemirrorsthe
enthusiasm of the beloved
celebrated broadcaster

Peter Gzowski. Gzowski
founded the PGI in 1986
after agathering of
friends played Gzowski's
home course, The Briars,
in Sutten, Ontario. The
tournaments grew from
there and now are held in
every province and terri-
tory.

What began as Gzowski's
pledge to raise amillion
dollarsfor literacy turned
into alegacy of more than
seven million dollars with
supporters banding to
these popular events
every year.

The PGI NB 2003 was a
sold out event. Michelle
Carinci couldn't be hap-
pier. "I am overwhelmed
with the support and
proud of the con-
tribution we are

making to literacy."

Sixty percent of adultsin
New Brunswick face liter-
acy challenges. "When
you can't read, it must
take incredible courage to
get through each day,"
says Carinci.

PGI - NB 2003 is organ-
ized by agroup of corpo-
rate backers, called the
"Cabinet” in affiliation
with the Literacy Coali-
tion. Corporate sponsors
willingly open their
cheque books and their
hearts. PGI

2002 netted
$77,000 and
moved from
11" spot na- \
tionally to
third.
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PGI

“The PGls have become a network that has spread
from sea to sea to sea.” Peter Gzowski.

Lesra Martin of “Hurricane”fame speaks at

PGI events.

Inspiration was atheme
throughout the PGI golf-
tournament. LesraMartin,
first introduced to audi-
encesthrough thefilm
“TheHurricane,” brought
peopletotheir feet at four
different eventsbefore and

during tournament day with

his motivational talk about
opportunity and giving.
Martin, at age fifteen, was
rescued from aNew York
ghetto that imprisoned him
inalifeof illiteracy, vio-
lence and poverty, to alife
in Canada where he was
educated. Thefirst book

that LesraMartin read was
“The Sixteenth Round,”
written by Ruben Hurri-
cane Carter. The book
changed the course of his
life which was chronicled
in the award winning
movie featuring Denzel
Washington. For more
information see page 3.
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PGI—NB—2003—biggest in country

NB Power - Energie NB, title spon-
sor of the 2002 and 2003

PGls gave $15,000 each year. Dan
Skaling is Chair of the NB Power Cor-
poration. "This company supports liter-
acy in an effort to bring about change,
to strengthen the workforce and toim-
prove the quality of life for New Bruns-
wickers." NB Power announced the
same support for PGI 2004 which will
be held at Royal Oaksin Moncton on
August 26th.

Businesses al so donate servicesin-kind
or product. "The PGI happens because
of the members of the PGI Cabinet and
sponsors,” says Cheryl Brown, NBCL
President.

PGlsare avenue of friendsand fun.
Each PGI includes celebrities, music,

great food and a Poet Laureate to ex-
press the sentiments of the day.

All PGlsfeature a night before event.
On August 27" at the Capital Theatre,
lawyer and motivational speaker Lesra
Martin, told his story...aboy ina
Brooklyn ghetto imprisoned by illiter-
acy, poverty and violence given afresh
start in Canada. Asdetailed in the
award-winning film "The Hurricane,"
Lesralearnstoread and is instrumental
in freeing Rubin "Hurricane" Carter
from prison.

PGI - NB 2003 held a Day Before
event hosted by Diane Lord, Honourary
Patron of Family Literacy, to showcase
the literacy talents of children through
their stories and drawings.

Specia guests at the New Brunswick

Literacy Coalition builds foundation

PGI included Allison Gzowski, Peter’s
daughter, who said it was aday her father
would have been proudto beinvolvedin.

Yvonne Westall, aLaubach Literacy Stu-
dent, brought the PGI golfersto their feet
with her speech at the banquet. The story
of her life was as moving and inspira-
tional asthat of LesraMartin whose story
isprofiled on pageone.

Other special guests at the PGI included
Premier Bernard Lord; Diane Lord; the
former Lieutenant Governor and now
Senator, Dr. Marilyn Trenholme Counsdl;
NB Education Minister, Madelaine Dubg;
Poet Laureate, Michelle Daigle and Frank
McKenna, close friend of Peter Gzowski.

The funds raised from the PGI support
literacy programs of the Literacy Coali-
tion, other literacy programsin the prov-
ince and a Foundation for literacy in New
Brunswick.

“Theintent of the Foundation isto ensure
that there will always be fundsavailable
to support literacy programsin New
Brunswick,” explains Cheryl Brown,
President. “The literacy coalition knows

that programsarein need of resources.
We are doing the best we can to assist
through small grants which will help pro-
grams purchase supplieslike books, cal-
culators, dictionariesor
other specialized teaching
and learning materials.

A PGI grant application isavailable by
calling the Literacy Coalition office at
1.800.563.2211.

“Life presents us with many challenges, testing our strength

and our capacity for growth. Challenges and difficulties

will come, but | can tell you this; once you begin to imagine

the best, hang on for theride!” LesraMartin

Sheree Fitch adult learner scholarships

Thefirst Sheree Fitch adult learner schol-
arshipswill begiven out at 11 am. on
November 7, 2003, at the Saint John
Learning Exchangelocated at 162 Union
Street in Saint John.

Sheree Fitch will be there to personally
hand out the awards. "Weareal lifelong
learners," says Fitch. "Continued efforts
in education and literacy can only en-
hance our understanding of ourselves, of
others and the world in which we live.

I'm honored to en-
dorsethese scholar-
shipsand wish the
recipientsevery suc-
cessin their studies
and the achievement
of their goals," says
Fitch. "Writeon!
Read on!"

These awards are

sponsored by PGI—NB. Fitch wasa
closefriend and associate of the |ate Peter
Gzowski who founded the PGl s eighteen
years ago.

TheLiteracy Coalitionisproudtouse a
portion of its share of the PGI fundsin
the support of learnersin literacy pro-
grams.

Moreinformation on the awards can be
found on the Literacy Coalition’ swebsite
[Wwwnald-camnberhom.himy]

Page 2

LITERACY NEWS BULLETIN


http://www.nald.ca/nbclhom.htm

Learner’s network holds first conference

Members of the newly formed Learner
Network attended their first conferencein
September. Eleven adult |earners repre-
senting literacy programs acrossthe prov-
ince spent an intensive two dayslearning
about |eadership.

Guest speakersincluded:

" Tery Fearon from Leadership
Lanticawho spoke about the key
rolethat attitude playsin leader-
ship.

Y vonne Westall, alearner with
Laubach Literacy New Bruns-
wick, delivered aworkshop on
public speaking and how leam-
erscan spread theliteracy mes-
sage.

Donna Gordon, aretired govem-

onethat they had the power to
change thingsin her workshop about
self-advocacy.

Dorothy Silver, the founder of Sec-
ond Chance Learners presented ideas
and tips on how to start a support
group.

" Charles
Ramsey of the
National Adult
Literacy Data-
base (NALD)
lead learners
through leam-
ing on line web
sites.

The group met

with Member of the Legislative Assem-
bly, Jody Carr , and had a positive ex-
changewith him about the learner’ sneed
for stable funding for literacy in the prov-
ince.

Learners selected alogo for the New
Brunswick Learner Network and devel-
oped aformat for their newsletter and
website. These will be launched soon
aong with atelevision commercial.

Greg Clarke was el ected chairperson of
the network. He attendsa CASP in Fre-
dericton. Greg will bealearner reptothe
Literacy Coalition and attend learner’s
meetings in Ottawa where he will meet
learners from across the country. While
in Ottawa, Greg will meet federal offi-
cialsduring Literacy Action Day on Par-

ment employee, reminded evely- The new logo for the New Brunswick Leamer Network. An official launch will liament Hill October 23, 2003.
take place in November along with a full media campaign.

Province donates $10,000 to PGI

Just when everyone
thought the PGI could
not get any better or be
more successful, New
| Brunswick Premier
=~ | Bernard Lord an-
- nounced adonation to
- i the PGI of$10,000 from
| the province. In hisad-
dress, the Premier

stated, “In today’ s infor-
mation age, knowledge
and creativity arethe
“human capital’ in build-
iNg ecONOMIC SUCCESS.
An educated, well trained
workforce hel ps busi-
nesses grow and attracts
new economies from the outside; itisan
essential ingredient in high growth

The Journey of Lesra Martin

“We believe that in order to best
address adult literacy requirements
we need to work collaboratively with
learners and stakeholders in the area

of literacy.” Premier Bernard Lord

economies. Itisonly
working with othersthat
we can hopeto addressthe
issue of adult literacy in
Canada.” Mr. Lord also
said that government was
considering recommenda-
tionsfrom the Provincia
Partnersfor Literacy tothe Minister of
Education. Policieson adult literacy are
coming.

The boy who helped to

freewrongfully con-

victed Ruben Carter

& from prison, lived in his
& own prison, illiteracy.

LesraMartin, learned to

read at age sixteen with

the help of three Canadians. Lesrafought
to change hislife and went through a

“nil's important fo learn not just

'n‘.".'ll!'l !."OL'l' |"|1|.:|"Id_. J;‘L'I 'l-‘.".:ll!'l [w]ily hC‘G.".

Only one heart can teach another hear

what the writhen word doasn’t say.”

miracul ous transformation into an hon-
ours University student, law school
graduate and attorney. Lesra’ s personal
story istold in the National Film Board
Production, “ The Journey of LesraMar-
tin.”

Now Martin speaksto audiencesal over
the world about the importance of literacy
and accessto opportunity. Visit Lesra’s
website atjwww.lesra.com|
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The Literacy Coalition of New Brunswick Ltd. (formerly the New Brunswick

Coalition for Literacy) delivers many literacy projects across the province:

The Literacy Tool Kit—Resources for volunteers and practitioners

Sorysacks, Writing Out Loud & Literacy and Parenting Skills Training

The Learners' Network

Family Literacy Clinics

The Sheree Fitch Adult Learner Scholarships

The Dr. Marilyn Trenholme Counsell Early Childhood Literacy Awards

The Literacy Coalition participatesin Provincial Partnersfor Literacy, Provincial Family

Literacy Day Committee, the Movement for Canadian Literacy, Literacy Action Day

Parliamentary standing committee supports national agenda

In March 2003, literacy advocates from
all provinces and territories appeared be-
fore the Standing Committee on Human
Resources Devel opment and the Status of
Personswith Disabilities.

lan Thorn of the Communications, En-
ergy and Paperworkers Union of Canada,
represented the Literacy Codlition.

“Wearein great difficulty of being able
to move forward and develop literacy
programsthat are needed right now,
needed yesterday, in fact. The accelerated
change that’ s going on isgoing to make
this problem even more difficult. We are
not even keeping pace. Weneed toraise
that curve, start to keep pace, and make
sure people have the skillsthey need, not
only for the workplace, but for all ele-
ments within the workplace.”

Asaresult of the presentations, the par-
liamentary standing committee made

twenty -one recommendations to the fed-
era government. Some of them include:

1

TheMinister of Human Resources
Devel opment Canada meet with pro-
vincial/territorial ministers of educa-
tion and labour market ministersto
develop a Pan-Canadian literacy ac-
cord.

That the federal government assess
all its programs through aliteracy
lens.

That the federal government recog-
nize the efforts of all sectorsthat
support literacy.

That amandate be drawn for literacy
research.

That prior learning be recognized.

That an Aboriginal literacy strategy
bedevel oped.

That the National Literacy Secre-
tariat be supported and expanded.

That partnerships continue to be ex-
panded.

9. That some new resources be made
availabletotheNLSto allocateto lit-
eracy projectsfor personswith leam-
ing disahilities recognizing that many
individualswith LD need long-term
literacy assistance for which multi-
year funding would be available.

A full report is avail able at bnvw.pa.gc.cal
Title of report: Raising Adult Literacy

Skills: The Need For a Pan-Canadian Re-
sponse—June, 2003.
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